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Before PITMAN, COX, and STEPHENS, JJ.

WRIT GRANTED AND MADE PEREMPTORY; REMANDED.

The applicant, the State of Louisiana DCFS, seeks supervisory review of the
trial court’s ruling dismissing this case. This writ is granted and made
peremptory. On April 29, 2026, the trial court issued an instanter order pursuant
to La. Ch. C. arts. 619 and 620, and the minor child was placed in the custody of
DCFS. La. Ch. C. art. 624 provides that if the court issues an instanter order, as in
this case, a continued custody hearing “shall be held by the court within three days
after the issuance of the order.” No such hearing occurred in this case as the trial
court dismissed the matter on the basis that no attorney for the applicant timely
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appeared at the hearing on May 4, 2026. The requirement of a continued custody
hearing is mandatory. The health, welfare, and safety of the child are the
paramount concern in child in need of care proceedings, and based on the
circumstances of this case, we find that the trial court erred in granting a dismissal.
Accordingly, the trial court’s ruling is reversed and this matter is remanded for a
continued custody hearing in accordance with La. Ch. C. art. 624, et seq. within
five days of the date of this order.

Shreveport, Louisiana, this 12 day of May , 2026.
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