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  BEFORE STONE, MARCOTTE, and ELLENDER, JJ 

 

WRIT GRANTED; AFFIRMED; REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS.  

 

 The applicant, Frederick C. Smith, seeks review of the trial court’s ruling granting 

the defendant’s exception of improper venue. After de novo review of the record, we find 

that grounds of improper venue appear from the face of the petition, due to Smith’s 

failure to adequately plead the existence of a contract. Chumley v. White, 46,479 (La. 

App. 2 Cir. 11/9/11), 80 So. 3d 39, writ denied, 11-2741 (La. 2/17/12), 82 So. 3d 288; 

Moore v. Vauthier, 23-1046 (La. App. 1 Cir. 4/19/24), 389 So. 3d 872. See also, J. 

Caldarera & Co. v. Stigler, 24-402 (La. App. 5 Cir. 2/26/25), 406 So. 3d 1200, writ 

denied, 25-00406 (La. 6/3/25), 410 So. 3d 787; Mautner v. Ware, 19-611 (La. App. 5 Cir. 

5/27/20), 296 So. 3d 1209. The writ is granted, and the ruling of the trial court is 

affirmed. We find however, that the trial court failed to dismiss or transfer the action 

pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 121. This matter is remanded to the trial court for further 

action in accordance with La. C.C.P. art. 121. 

 
Shreveport, Louisiana, this ________ day of ________________________, 2025. 

 

 

___________________ ___________________  ___________________ 

 

 

FILED:  _____________________________ 

 

 

____________________________________  

Docusign Envelope ID: DEB9FF4B-6F00-43E5-B598-57C3516B8329

DEPUTY CLERK

25 February

February 25, 2026


		2026-02-25T06:55:32-0800
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




